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Deaths

and
I funerals
KENNETH L. MARTIN
WILTON - A former

building inspector, Kenneth
L. Martin, 79, of Wilton, who
died recently at his home
following a sudden illness,

was buried in Wilton
Cemetery.

He was born in Kingston
Township, a son of the late

Damon Martin and his wife,

Margaret, but had resided in

the Wilton area practically

his entire lifetime.

Mr. Martin was a farmer,
carpenter, building inspector
and former blacksmith. He
attended the Presbyterian
Church.

Surviving are his wife, the
former Jessie Huff; two
daughters, Mrs. William
(Margaret) Babcock and
Mrs. Geoff (Faye) Hough;
four grandchildren; three
sisters, Mrs. Leita "Lucas,
Miss Lottie Martin and Mrs.
Edith Hepworth, and a
brother, Stewart Martin.

Pallbearers were - Robert
Lucas, Walter, Donald and
Ken Huff, Raymond Martin
and Larry Shea.
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WM. MARTIN Obituary .

Another of the old fathers in Isreal, who have borne the

burden and heat of the day, and who are connecting links between

the present and the historic period of Methodism, has lately

passed to his rest and reward. William Martin, familiarly

known for many past years as Father Martin was born in Ernest-

town in 1791, (the year in which our immortal founder died) of

Methodist parents and of an old American Stock. He was brought

under deep conviction of sin at the early age of eight, but not

receiving that instruction suited to his years, he failed to

apprehend the blessing of conscious pardon until sixteen years

of age. With him it was a hard struggle for the blessing. He

had frequently been with Bunyan pilgrim in the slough of despond

but while listening to some who had recently been set at liberty

singing the simple stanzas

"Jesus caught me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God;
He to rescue me from danger;
Interposed his precious blood."

He was enable^in the exercise of a simple and confiding faith to

cast himself on the merits of the "Speaking blood", and to re-

joice in the comfortable assurance of his acceptance with God.

Sometime afterward he married Nancy O'Neil, of Presbyterian

parentage; and on their settlement soon after in the township

of Portland, he was among the first to throw open his house to

the "perambulating preachers" of those days—as was wont to call

them—not only as their hospitable home, but as a rude and simple

sanctuary where they might worship God and break the bread of

life to the famishing around them.

Father Martin was not distinguished by any brilliancy of

talent, but he faithfully used what talents he had for God*s

glory and for the advancement of his cause. For upwards of

fifty years he filled the offices of exhorter and class leader

with fidelity; until at length, full of years and ripe for heaven,

the Master called him, when he calmly fell asleep on the 27th of

November, 1872 in his eighty first year.
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WM. MARTIN Obituary cont'd ;

Nancy O'Neil for upwards of fifty years the faithful partner

of the above in all the joys and sorrows of a long life, was

born in Ernesttown in the year 1796; and after serving God in

her day and generation as the faithful wife and the kind in-

dulgent mother, she exchanged mortality for life in the year

1868, aged seventy- two.
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